
 

 
 

Magnolia Society International 2022 Annual Meeting 

Germany  April 8 – 19, 2022 
 

After a long interruption to MSI Annual Meetings due to COVID-19 travel impacts, we now 
have the opportunity to once again gather among magnolia friends for an annual MSI 
meeting and tour.  Thomas Kalb, our Germany host, has put together a fabulous magnolia 

and cultural tour of Germany for this coming April.  His brief summary of each day’s planned 
events follows. 
 

Travel to Konstanz 
The historic city of Konstanz, in the very south of Germany, on the shores of Lake Constance, 

and very near the border to Switzerland is the starting point of our 2022 MSI Germany Tour. 
There are two main options for traveling to Konstanz. 
 

You can book a flight to Zurich, Switzerland. From the Zurich International Airport, ZRH, 
there is a direct train to Konstanz. The travel time from Zurich airport to Konstanz is exactly 
one hour. Please remember that entry requirements relative to COVID are constantly 

evolving. At this point in time it is more complicated to enter or transit through Switzerland 
than to fly directly to Germany. 
 

The second option is flying to Frankfurt Airport, FRA, the main international airport in 
Germany.  From there the travel time to Konstanz is between 4 and 5 hours. 
We will organize bus transportation from Frankfurt Airport to Konstanz on Friday morning 

April 8.  The bus will leave at 11:30 am. 
 
If your flight is not arriving at FRA Friday morning, or you are taking a flight to ZRH, you can 

take a train either from the Frankfurt Airport or the Zurich International Airport to get to 
Konstanz.  From Frankfurt it will take about 6 hours to get to Konstanz.  From Zurich it will 
take exactly 1 hour.  Once you have arrived by train to Konstanz you will need to take a taxi 

to your hotel or walk.  The hotels are not far from Konstanz main station. 



(Note:  We are using 3 hotels in Konstanz.  You will be notified of your hotel name by the 

travel agency shortly after you register for the meeting.  They are all near each other and 
near the registration location for the meeting.) 

 
Our tour ends in Cologne. From Cologne you can reach the Frankfurt Airport by train in less 
than one hour. The travel time back to Zurich by train to the airport is about 6 hours. 

 
Places to visit before coming to Konstanz: 
In the South of Switzerland, about 4 hours drive from Zurich, there is the famous Parco 

Botanico del Gambarogno of the former Otto Eisenhut now managed by his son Reto. 
This fantastic garden is worth visiting. Of course there are other interesting gardens around, 
like Villa Taranto Botanical Gardens on the other side of Lago di Lugano or Parco Scherrer at 

the shores of Lago di Como. 
 
Friday, April 8 

Registration begins at 6 pm in the Rosgartenmuseum in Konstanz.  After registering, our 
dinner and meeting officially begins in the Rosgartenmuseum, which is in the city center of 
Konstanz and is within walking distance of your hotel.  In the Middle Ages, this house was the 

guild house of butchers, shopkeepers, pharmacists, stoners and rope makers. In 1454 it was 
united with the adjacent house "Zum Schwarzen Widder" to form a big hall in the first floor – 
the “Zunftsaal“ - where the guilds met. The coats of arms of both houses still adorn the 

portal of the museum today. 
 
During a buffet dinner, with regionally produced food and beverages, we will have the 

opportunity to meet new friends and renew old friendships. After the dinner we will be 
gathering in the “Zunftsaal“ where Thomas Kalb will present the itinerary planned for the 
next days. Thereafter, the director of the Rosgartenmuseum,  Dr. Tobias Engelsing, will give 

us a short overview of the museum and the history of Konstanz and the region.  
 

            
Mainau                                                                             Mainau 

 
Saturday, April 9 

We will start the day with one of the highlights of our tour. The Mainau, an island in the Lake 
Constance, with one of the most fascinating German gardens, will welcome us for a 
comprehensive tour presenting an overwhelming flower display, an old Magnolia obovata, an 

area of recently planted Magnolia cultivars and many other attractions. In the afternoon we 
will have a guided tour of the City of Konstanz leading us back to the Rosgartenmuseum, 
where we will have dinner. After dinner we will reassemble in the “Zunftsaal“ of the museum, 

where we will hear some short lectures from German magnolia enthusiasts presenting their 
gardens. 
 

 
 



Sunday, April 10 

 
After an early breakfast we will leave Konstanz by coach in the direction of the famous 

“Schwarzwald“ (Black Forest). On the tour we will visit an open air museum with historic 
buildings and craftsmen of the “Schwarzwald”. 
 

In the afternoon Harald Schwanz will guide us through the old town of Badenweiler with its 
Castle Gardens where a new collection of Magnolias was planted about a decade ago. We will 
also have the opportunity to visit the Roman Bath with its mosaic. 

 
The day ends in Freiburg, the sunniest city in Germany. We will be spending the night in the 
Stadthotel Freiburg, situated directly in the city centre.  After our dinner at the hotel, you are 

invited to explore the city on your own. The famous cathedral, the small miniature streams, 
the cobble-stone streets or the villa quarter with its old Magnolia x soulangeana trees along 
the streets and in the front gardens are worth a walk. 

 
Monday, April 11 
On the next morning a one hour drive will bring us to a fascinating private Magnolia collection 

in Achern. In the beginning of the 1990's the plantsmen Ottmar Rösch got enthusiastic about 
Magnolias and bought several hundred plants – mostly from the Otto Eisenhut nursery, Ticino 
– and planted them in different areas of his nursery. The daughter of Ottmar Rösch will give 

us a tour through this impressive collection. 
 
Further on we will meet Markus Brunsing, the head of garden and parks in Baden-Baden,  

who will lead us through the great variety of old Magnolia trees spread around the city. 
We will end our day in Mannheim, visiting the Luisenpark with it's new collection of Magnolias 
mostly acquired from Lunaplant. The Dorint Hotel Mannheim will be our home-base for the 

next 4 nights. 
 

     
Schau-und Sichtungsgarten Weinheim                          Schau-und Sichtungsgarten Weinheim 

 
Tuesday, April 12 

After our breakfast, the bus will take us to the Schau- und Sichtungsgarten Hermannshof, 
Weinheim (also known as the Hermannshof Wienheim) another highlight of our tour.  Cassian 
Schmidt, head of the garden, will show us around pointing out the interesting concept of this 

former private garden which is now open to the public. Amongst thousands of spectacular 
rare plants there will be a lot of magnolias to see. 
 

Only a short walk away we will find the Exotenwald Weinheim founded in 1872. The  60 
hectares of exotic forest in Weinheim borders on the castle park laid out in the English 
garden style. Foreign tree species such as giant sequoia trees, Chilean Andean firs, Japanese 

and North American magnolia trees, and California river cedars can be admired there. We will 



have a look at the self-sewn Magnolia obovata forest.  Nearby there is the trial area of Klaus 

Bodzar and Michael Gottschalk. Several hundred new cultivars – some flowering for the first 
time – will give us an impression of the magnolia novelties of the next years. 

 
 
Heidelberg Castle 

 

Wednesday, April 13 
The arboretum Urzeitwald-Waldhilsbach, a private 
collection of plant species mainly from the Cretaceous 

period, is our first visit today. Liriodendron, 
Liquidambar, Magnolia, Nyssa, Sorbus, Styrax, 
Stewartia, Ginkgo and many conifer species, which 

can be detected in fossil finds in Central Europe are of 
particular importance. Besides promoting biodiversity, 

the aim of the arboretum is to safeguard the species that are threatened with extinction and 

to bring together the lines of development of these plant genera that have arisen as a result 
of the continental drift in Europe, North America and Asia. You will have the opportunity to 
purchase magnolias and other plants in a size that will fit in your luggage.  In the afternoon 

we will visit the famous castle of Heidelberg and have time to walk around the city. 
 

          
Speyerer Dom                                                                Hambacher Schloss 

 

Thursday, April 14 
In the morning we will visit the “cradle“ of German democracy, the Hambacher Schloss 
situated high above the Rhine valley amongst the dense sweet chestnut forest. In 1832  the 

political dissatisfaction, an ardent desire of freedom, and economical problems of the 
population led to the first important step on the way to German democracy – the Hambach 
Festival. Afterwards we will visit the biggest Roman Catholic Cathedral in the world and 

UNESCO World Heritage site, the Speyerer Dom with its almost 1000 years of history. 
 
The castle garden of Schwetzingen from the 18th century will be our destination for the 

afternoon.   
 
       
    Schwetzingen 

 
After dinner we will have our official MSI meeting and 
the pleasure of welcoming three keynote speakers: 

Michael Gottschalk from Lunaplant talking about the 
newest German Magnolia Breeding, Cassian Schmidt 
from the Schau- und Sichtungsgarten Hermannshof, 

Weinheim, and Michael Dreisvogt from the Park Härle 
near Bonn who will give us a lecture on plant-labeling. 



 

 
 

 

         
Palmengarten Frankfurt                                              Palmengarten Frankfurt 

 

Friday, April 15 
Today we are heading for Frankfurt. Both the Palmengarten and the Botanical Garden in 
Frankfurt provide interesting magnolia collections. Afterwards we will have lunch at the retail 

nursery of Michael Gottschalk from Lunaplant. Of course, we will have time to stroll around in 
his nursery presenting more than 500 magnolia varieties - hopefully a lot of them in bloom.  
There will be a chance for you to purchase plants at the nursery. 

 
On our way to our overnight stay at the historic Hotel Krone situated directly on the shores of 
the River Rhine, we will have a stop at the famous Kloster Eberbach. During our dinner at the 

Hotel Krone in Assmannshausen we will also have a small wine tasting. 
 

 
Marksburg 
 
Saturday, April 16 
In the morning we will have time to visit the historic 

city of Rüdesheim with the famous Drosselgasse. 
Thereafter, we will travel by boat on the Rhine to 
Koblenz. During the trip we will pass the Mäuseturm 

in Bingen, the renowned Loreley and numerous 
castles. Those of us who don't fear climbing up a 

steep hill will have the opportunity to visit the 
“Marksburg“.      

                                                                                                          

In the early afternoon our boat will reach Koblenz. Using the cable car built for the national 
garden exhibition some years ago, we will cross the Rhine travelling up to the fortress of 
Ehrenbreitstein. Here the bus will pick us up to bring us to the Ameron Hotel Konigshof  in 

Bonn, the former capital of Germany.  We will be staying at the Ameron Hotel for 3 nights. 
 

 

 
Cologne 

 
Sunday, April 17 

We will start this Easter Sunday with a visit 
to the Park Härle in Bonn. The head of the 
garden, Michael Dreisvogt, will show us 

around. After a small lunch in the garden we 



will try to visit the world famous cathedral of Cologne and afterwards visit the 

Forstbotanischer Garten Köln with its magnolia alley and several other old magnolia 
specimens.  

 
Those who would rather attend an Easter Service at the cathedral of Cologne can do so.  You 
can go by train from Bonn to Cologne, which takes about 20 minutes.  The train station is 

right beside the cathedral.  Unfortunately, you will miss the Park Härle and the lunch.  You 
will be picked up later in the day to join the rest of the tour. 
 

Monday, April 18 
An excursion to the Netherlands will conclude our Germany tour 2022. Stopping at the 
Sequoia Farm of Kaldenkirchen, we will head for Job Vergeldt’s Magnolia Store with it's 

National Collection of Magnolias.  Again, you will be able to purchase magnolias you are 
interested in. 
 

The evening is reserved for our farewell dinner, a short lecture by Raf Lenaerts from 
Botanical Treasures in Belgium, and a small plant auction. I can promise you some rare finds, 
plants, books and other items.  You can contribute to this auction if you like.  If you are 

bringing items for the auction, please email Susan Booth, boothteach@gmail.com stating 
what you will be bringing.  You will give your item(s) to Thomas Kalb when we arrive in Bonn 
before the auction.    

 
 
 

Tuesday, April 19 
After breakfast we will depart homewards – or perhaps you will want to linger a little while 
and on your own, visit one of the following interesting Magnolia destinations: 

 
Arboretum Wespelaar 
Arboretum Kalmthout 

Domein Bokrijk 
Het Leen 
Rombergpark Dortmund 

Jost Wallis Garden 
 
It’s time to travel again.  It’s time to see our friends again.  It’s time to see new gardens!  

We are very much looking forward to hosting you for this wonderful tour.  See you in 
Germany! 
 

Thomas and Susanne 
 

 

mailto:boothteach@gmail.com

